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Education and Culture Committee 

Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill 

Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents Scotland 
 
1. RoSPA Scotland welcomes the opportunity to supply further information to the 

Education and Culture Committee in respect of the Children and Young People 
(Scotland) Bill especially to highlight its views on relevant issues that should be 
included. 

 
2. The Scottish Government’s aspiration for Scotland to be the best place to grow 

up in is one which should receive the support of all Scotland’s residents – from 
the children themselves, to their parents and carers, practitioners and policy 
makers. This response specifically relates to the Bill’s aim to ‘ensure that 
children’s rights properly influence the design and delivery of policies and 
services.......’.   

 
3. The Bill is about taking forward the ‘Getting it right for every child’ (GIRFEC) 

principles and this policy claims it has the United Nations Convention on the 
Right of the Child (UNCRC) at its core.  However, although GIRFEC’s “ values 
and principles stress the promotion of children’s well-being by keeping them 
safe....” the reference in GIRFEC to Article 24 (which states at Section 2 (e): To 
ensure that all segments of society, in particular parents and children, are 
informed, have access to education and are supported in the use of basic 
knowledge of child health and nutrition, the advantages of breastfeeding, hygiene 
and environmental sanitation and the prevention of accidents) appears to 
exclude the last point from the indicators or relate to any relevant policy links.  
This does not support the mention in the Scottish Government’s response to the 
UN Committee’s 2008 concluding observations which declare at Point 87: 
“accident prevention needs to be run alongside health promotion especially in 
areas of deprivation in efforts to reduce health inequalities.” 

 
4. It is a missed opportunity that the Bill does not have the same emphasis on 

preventative spend and early intervention as that included in the Christie 
Commission Report (the future delivery of public services). For example the 
Report lists, as a key object of reform, “All public services need to reduce 
demand in the system through prevention and early intervention to tackle the root 
causes of problems and negative outcomes” and one of the Report’s four key 
objectives is “prioritising prevention, reducing inequalities and promoting 
equality”. The Bill provides the ideal opportunity for the inclusion of accident 
prevention. Indeed, Professor Yvonne Doyle, director of Public Health, NHS 
South of England) states in her foreword to RoSPA’s Big Book of Accident 
Prevention that “Accidental injury prevention is low cost and high impact. It is 
easy to deliver (there is a well-worn pathway of best practice) and it is broadly 
welcomed by the people it helps. Because it affects the young so much, our new 
research shows that this is also the principal cause of premature, preventable 
mortality (measured in Preventable Years of Life Lost or PrYLL) for most of a 
person’s life. We believe it should be the No. 1 priority for public health”. 
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5. Investing in prevention will reduce both dependency on and cost to services as a 
child grows up.  This is well documented in current Scottish Government thinking.  
RoSPA in Scotland can demonstrate examples of relatively low-cost initiatives 
that, along with saving lives and preventing serious injuries, will save the cost of 
public services in the long run.  For example, a recent campaign to distribute 
blind cord cleats (to wind loose blind cords around to prevent the strangulation of 
young children) cost £8,000 to reach 8,000 families - £1 per family.  The current 
liquitabs campaign being piloted in NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde will see all 
families with newborns in a one year period being supplied with advice and 
cupboard catches (to ensure safe storage of cleaning materials) at a cost of less 
than £1 per child.  These amounts compare with the Transport Research 
Laboratory research that shows the average cost of a non-fatal home accident is 
£16,900 per victim and the cost of a fatality is estimated at £1.61 million.  
 

6. RoSPA Scotland believes that investing in parents’ ability to prevent their children 
from suffering accidental injury is paramount.  They inevitably have the key role in 
the wellbeing of their child. The emphasis on providing support to parents to allow 
them to develop skills to take responsibility for the safety of their children is 
missing from the Bill. 

 
7. With reference to the role of Scotland’s Commissioner for Children and Young 

and Young People – The European Child Safety Alliance has indicated the 
extension of the rights of the Commissioner to include the ability to undertake 
investigations on behalf of individual children as an indicator of how ‘safe’ 
Scotland is.  RoSPA Scotland would welcome this extension as it will bring 
Scotland into line with the other countries of the UK and with Article 12 of 
UNCRC outlining the right of children to be heard. 

 
8. RoSPA Scotland supports the European Child Safety Alliance’s recommendation 

contained within the latest edition of Scotland’s Child Safety Report Card that 
“Scotland’s national government can do much to support a culture of good 
practice by not only integrating evidence-based good practice strategies into 
national public health programmes but by also ensuring that child safety is 
addressed in all policies”.  The Bill should provide the opportunity to ensure this 
happens. 

 
9. The Report Card for Child Safety in Scotland goes on to state “In addition, in 

these time of reduced resources it is key to look for solutions that provide co-
benefits to other issues in addition to injury prevention.  For example, 
strengthening road safety infrastructure to increase the safety of child pedestrians 
and cyclists can encourage increased physical activity, which in turn can help 
address child obesity.  Strategic investments in child and adolescent injury 
prevention will ensure a co-ordinated and evidence-based approach to protecting 
Scotland’s most precious resource - their children and adolescents”.  RoSPA 
Scotland agrees and would like to have seen the Bill used as a strategic 
investment in this way.  

 
10. RoSPA Scotland is indebted to the Scottish Government for the funding it has 

received to enable its home, road and water safety prevention activities.  RoSPA 
Scotland is positioned at the heart of Scotland’s health safety and accident 
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prevention community and deploy our limited resources towards raising 
awareness of the issues and the positive benefits of an injury prevention agenda. 
Good partnership working does exist in specific areas around the country but a 
Bill that emphasises the fundamental importance of accident prevention and 
associated preventative spend is crucial to raising the profile of this issue to 
ensure it is given sufficient priority at local level. 

  
11. The latest figures available show that unintentional injuries accounted for 

approximately 1 in 7 emergency hospital admissions for children in Scotland in 
2011/2012.  This amounted to almost 8,000 children under the age of 15. There 
were 16 children who died of unintentional injuries in the year 2011. The Bill 
should reflect the enormity of the consequences of this, particularly referring to 
the essential role of parents and carers in taking responsibility to reduce these 
numbers.  

 
RoSPA Scotland 
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